Municipal  Buildings, 

Wi thernsea. 

l6th.June  1943 . 

To  The  Chairman  cc  Members  of  the 

WITHERNSEA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr. Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  ANNUAL  REPORT 
on  the  HEALTH  and  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  and  HOUSING  conditions  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1942 .v 

The  POPULATION  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  5051* 
an  increase  of  221  over  the  estimate  for  1941. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  of  15.24  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
shows  an  increase  of  4.07  per  1000  resident  population  compared  with 
1941.  The  Birth  rate  for  England  &  Wales  is  15.8  an  increase  of  1.6 
over  1941.  The  birth  rate  in  smaller  towns  of  25,»000-50,000  population 
has  risen  to  18.4  per  1000. 

The  DEATH  RATE  of  12.67  per  1000  resident  population  adjusted  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers  is  3»78  per  1000  less  than  last  year.  The 
death  rate  for  England  &  Wales  is  11,6  per  1000,  a  decrease  of  l.p 
as  compared  with  1941. 

In  short,  therefore,  4  more  babies  were  born  and  4  fewer  people 
died  in  each  group  of  1000  persons  in  1942  as  compared  with  1941  -  a 
very  satisfactory  position. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  In  1942,  3  infants  under  one  year  died  from 
various  causes,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  39  per  1000  live 
births.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever,  but  one  mother 
died  from  natural  causes. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  17  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  1942,  nineteen  fewer  cases  -than  in  1941,  Of  these,  7  were  Scarlet 
Fever,  4  Diphtheria,  5  Measles  and  1  Pneumonia. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  The  high  percentage  of  school  children 
immunised  during  your  Council’s  pioneer  work  in  this  field  of  Public 
Health  Service  in  1936,  has  been  fully  maintained. 

-AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS.  As  the  result  of  enemy  action  once  during 
the  year,  all  the  First  Aid  Services  were  called  out  and  functioned 
satisfactorily.  Two  defects  -  one  of  organisation  i.e.  overcrowding 
by  relatives  of  the  injured,  and  one  of  equipment  -  inadequate  hot 
water  -were  remedied  immediately. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  R.Cripps. 

M.O.H.  D.P.H. 


STTMMARV  of  the  REPORT  for  the  year  1942 . 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


These  remain  essentially  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year.  The 
normal  resident  population  of  Withernsea.  contains  a  large  number  of 
older  and  retired  people  -  a  factor  which  effects  our  birth  and  death 
rates  considerably , ,  lowering  the  first  and  raising  the  second.  In 
aaddition  to  this,  since  the  War,  we  have  a  large  number  of  evacuated 
persons  and  children  from  Hull,  which  superimposes  on  our  birth  and 
death  rate,  yet  another  factor  resulting  in  greatly  increased  number 
of  birthssand  a  slight  decrease  in  the  death  rate  owing  to  the  admix¬ 
ture  of  younger  people  in  the  population. 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  number  of  live  births  registered  viz.  77$  is  much 
greater  than  last  year(54)  and  the  number  of  deaths(64)  much  less(8o). 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  is  15»8  per  1000 
civilian  population  and  that  for  the  smaller  towns  of  2^000  to  50000 
inhabitants  18.4. 

DEATH  RATE.  64  people  died  in  1942,  giving  a  death  rate  of  12.67  per 
1000  civilian  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and 
Wales  are  11,6  and  the  smaller  towns  12.1. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  as  follows  2- 
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DEATHS  among  CHILDREN  under  one  year  of  age. In  1942,  three  infants, 

2  males  and  one  female  died,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  59 » 9 
per  1000  live  birthsy  as  against  a  rate  of  56  last  year.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  49  and  that  for  the  smaller  towns  46  and  that  for 
London  60. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DIDEASES  UNDER  THE 

NOTIFICATION  ACTS, 

Seventeen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  noti¬ 
fied  as  against  56  last  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Measles  or  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia,--  Neonatoram  were  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  This  work  was  continued  both  by  sessions  held 
at  School  and  at  a  Clinic  in  the  town  for  the  under  fives.  The  position 
at  Dec. 51st. 1942  was  that  85 %  of  the  9 75  schoolchildren  were  completely 
immunised  and  approximately  G0%  of  pre-school  children. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  AND  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,  There  have  been  no  major 
changes  in  the  previous  arrangements. 

TUBERCULOSIS  During  1942,  ten  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  -  six  male  pulmonary,  and  four  female  pulmonary.  Eleven 
cases  were  notified  during  1941.  The  general  increase  in  Tuberculosis 
all  over  the  country  since  the  war  began  has  continued,  but  the  rate 
of  increase  tends  to  decline.  The  increase  may  chiefly  be  due  to  the 
increased  stress  and  strain  of  war-time  life  ;  for  example,  many 
soldiers  developed  Tuberculosis  or  rather  latent  Tuberculosis,  which 
the  healing  capacity  of  the  human  body  had  successfully  resisted  in 
normal  peace  time  occupation  broke  out  owing  to  the  deterioration  of 
health  and  therefore  of  resistance  to  disease  engendered  by  the 
privations  during  the  retreat  from  France  e.g.  excessive  muscular 
exertions  carried  on  in  conditions  of  cold,  wet  and  fatigue  and  in¬ 
sufficient  nourishment. 


Among  civilians,  long  hours  spent  in  crowded  air-raid  shelters  with 
insufficient  ventilation  and  generally  damp  conditions  would  help  to 
spread  the  disease  a 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  was  5  s  two  men  and  one 
girl  The  men  died  in  the  late  twenties. 

The  total  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  about  one  in  every  1800 
people  and  4-j$  of  all  deaths  was  due  to  Tuberculosis  in  some  form. 
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F.R. Cripps 
M. 0,H. 


